


GREG OLIVER

ECW Press



Here’s to the players that take the time to write back to their fans, aided no 
doubt by secretaries, public relations representatives, agents, and family 
members. It doesn’t take much to make someone’s day.

Bobby Hull signs autographs on the fly.

Imperial Oil – Turofsky/Hockey Hall of Fame



Pierre Pilote dons an old jersey and is reunited with the Norris Trophy 

in 2010, which he won three times as a player.

Craig Campbell/Hockey Hall of Fame
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FOREWORD

Over the past few years, I’ve gotten to know Allan Stitt through 
the Hockey Hall of Fame, and I was intrigued when I got a copy 
of Written in Blue & White: The Toronto Maple Leafs Contracts and 
Historical Documents from the Collection of Allan Stitt. 

My time with the Leafs was brief, just a season, but reading 
Allan’s book brought back many memories. Every page seemed 
to reveal another gem. Getting to see the personal correspond-
ence between Toronto management and George Armstrong’s 
parents, for example, was fascinating. It was also surprising.

See, back when I was playing in the National Hockey League, 
we didn’t know what other players made—not even our best 
friends. I always thought that knowing what the guy sitting 
next to you in the dressing room was worth could create dissent. 

But there I was, flipping through Written in Blue & White, 
thinking “I wish I had known.” Not that we would have gotten 
the millions of dollars hockey players get today—but maybe 
we would have gotten a little more.

During most of my career with the Chicago Black Hawks, 
the general manager was Tommy Ivan. We didn’t have agents 
and we had to fight for every raise. At training camp, you’d come 
off the ice and read “Pilote, see Mr. Ivan at 1:30” on the chalk-
board, and that would be when you’d get your contract. He had 
it all set up. “This is what you made last year,” and then he made 
you an offer. You were lucky to get a few hundred dollars more; 
if you got a $500 raise, you felt like you had won the lottery. 
Through the years, I got better at presenting my case, though 
it rarely improved my bottom line. One season, I systematically 
mentioned a couple of my strong points to him every day. “I’ll 
think about it,” was his reply. 

It’s great that we all get a chance to see these vintage docu-
ments, and it’s been great to get to know Allan. When we met, 
he knew more about me than I knew about him, so I had to 
find out, “What’s this guy about?” That’s the way I operate. 
Since then, I’ve met his family, and I’ve tried to help him add 
to his ever-growing collection of hockey memorabilia. We’ve 
been golfing, too, but let’s just say that Allan should stick to 
the mediation game. He’s far better at selecting teams for the 
Hockey Hall of Fame playoff pool; I think he’s won the last 
three years. 

My personal favourite in this collection of vintage docu-
ments is the back-and-forth between Minnesota North Stars 
GM Wren Blair and General Mills, offering to help Moose Vasko 
lose weight. Besides being my defensive partner in Chicago for 
years, Moose was one of my very best friends. And boy did he 
have weight issues. The Hawks management was always on his 
case, making him stand on a scale in front of the whole team. It 
still makes me laugh, thinking about our times together. I was 
a pretty easy-going guy, and that was the way I played hockey, 
while Moose was ultra-competitive and tense. We’d come off 
the ice, and he’d look at me, thin and in shape, barely sweating, 
while he’d be soaking wet under his uniform. 

There are many similar tales in Blue Lines, Goal Lines & 
Bottom Lines. Enjoy!

By Pierre Pilote, Hockey Hall of Fame, Class of 1975



Radek Cecha

Allan Stitt in his “Team Canada Room” wearing Gary Bergman’s 

1972 Summit Series jersey.
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Edmonton Journal-Ken Orr/The Canadian Press 

Wayne Gretzky signs a 21-year contract with the WHA’s Edmonton Oilers on his 18th birthday, 

January 26, 1979. Oilers general manager Larry Gordon holds the contract in place, and his 

father, Walter Gretzky, looks on.
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Every collection has a centrepiece, the one treasure that is prized above all others. 
For Allan Stitt, it’s the Wayne Gretzky contract, which Gretzky signed on his 18th 
birthday at centre ice at the Northlands Coliseum in Edmonton. Allan recalled 
how he obtained the document: “It came up for sale at an auction, and I was dying 
to get it, but it was just too expensive. I couldn’t afford it, so I didn’t get it. Then 
about five years later, it came up again at another auction, and I said, ‘No way am I 
letting this one go this time.’ But I was afraid to spend so much money.” 

Surprisingly, it was famed Rush vocalist and bassist Geddy Lee who pushed 
him into committing. The two are friends through the Toronto tennis courts, 
and Lee is an avid collector himself, with historic baseball as his passion. “I went 
over to Geddy’s house to talk about it. He said, ‘There are a few things to keep in 
mind. First, it’s Wayne Gretzky. And it’s his most important contract. When you 
get the best of the best of something, it’s rarely a bad decision. Second, this isn’t 
an expense, it’s an investment. It will always be worth something and, more than 
likely, it will go up in value because it is the best of the best. You won’t regret it if 
you get it, but you will if you don’t try.’

“He talked me into it and I took a big gulp, put in my bid, and got it. And of 
course, he was right. I definitely haven’t regretted buying it. And I would for sure 
have been kicking myself if I didn’t get it.”

Actually, this was Stitt’s second Gretzky contract. The first one, 
obtained years before when Stitt was first bitten by the collecting 
bug, was Gretzky’s deal with the Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds of the 
Ontario Major Junior Hockey League. “I was already a Gretzky fan 
when he was a junior, and I loved the idea of having his OHA [now 
OHL] contract,” said Stitt. And the Gretzky documents didn’t even 
stop there. Stitt recently purchased Gretzky’s Player Certificate from 
when he was 12 years old and played in the PeeWee Tournament 
in Quebec, as well as his Indianapolis high school admission form 
from his days as a member of the WHA’s Indianapolis Racers.
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Wayne Gretzky in September 1979.
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Gretzky Knew His Junior Days Would Be Short

In January 1978, there was a Junior World Cup of Hockey in Montreal. It was there 
that a young centre, playing for Team Canada, predicted that his days as a junior 
in the northern Ontario outpost of Sault Ste. Marie were almost finished. “At the 
moment, I would consider it very unlikely that I will play four more years of junior 
hockey before turning pro,” said a 16-year-old Wayne Gretzky. “The NHL rules now 
say I can’t be drafted before [1981], but if and when I’m ready for the pros, I want to be 
sure I can go.” In the same story, he mused about heading to Sweden to play. The next 
day, he called the tale “part fact, part fiction” and stressed that he was musing about 
taking power skating lessons in Sweden, not suiting up. Regardless of whether he 
was misquoted, Gretzky was on the money as far as anticipating the future. With 70 
goals and 111 assists in the 1978–79 season, Gretzky finished second in Ontario Major 
Junior Hockey League scoring, behind Bobby Smith of Ottawa, who had 192 points 
and was three years older. The young phenomenon also was named Rookie of the 
Year and took the William Hanley Trophy as the most gentlemanly player. The World 
Hockey Association, on its last legs in its battle with the National Hockey League, 
offered Gretzky a pro option. But he had turned down suitors from the WHA twice 

Wayne Gretzky suited up with 

the OMJHL’s Sault Ste. Marie 

Greyhounds for a single season. 

Ottawa Citizen/Hockey Hall of Fame
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