
I thought I was fine. I went to the game and it was funny;
standing there for the national anthem, there was a
minute of silence and it was like I felt everyone else's
loss all at once, how the whole community felt about
Tim and, Christ, suddenly there I was, crying to start
the game. When I came to the bench, I was saying "I'm
fine, I'm fine." But, of course, I wasn't.

— Jim Schoenfdd

IM WAS THE KIND of person who didn't like to be idle
He always worked between seasons at some job or an-

other to help the family get ahead, and for most of his playing
days he was preparing, in one way or another, for life after
hockey, which was only sensible given the relatively short
careers most hockey players had, and how little they were
paid. Tim had tried a few businesses of his own in the early
19608 with varying success. He and his brother Gerry ran a
hamburger restaurant up in North Bay for a while. Later he
had a gas station/car dealership on Yonge Street in Toronto.
But playing hockey, Tim couldn't really devote enough time
to either of these operations for most of the year, and as a
result they were not successful in the long run.

For years and years on our trips down to visit the family
in Pittsburgh there was a little donut shop in Erie, Penn-
sylvania, which Tim liked so much he would go well out of
his way just to stop there. So he was a confirmed donut
fanatic from way back. Still, given all of that, he really fell
into the donut business by accident. We had an old friend,
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In Loving Memory

The filing papers
on one of the first
two Tim Morton
Donut stores, on
Lawrence Avenue
in Scarborough,
franchised by
Dennis Griggs.
Griggs eventually
sold his interest in
the donut chain to
Tim and his new
partner, Ron Joyce.
DENNIS GRIGGS

Dennis Griggs, one of the first people we met when we
moved to Toronto. He had gotten involved in two donut
shops, one on Lawrence Avenue near Warden and one
on Avenue Road. The Avenue Road store eventually went
out of business, but the one on Lawrence Avenue did
quite well for a while. Dennis had introduced Tim to Jim
Charade, from whom Dennis had purchased the place on
Lawrence Avenue. Together they formed a company called
Jimantim Ltd.

Jimantim opened a drive-in restaurant chain with three
shops located in Scarborough, in Port Credit, and on
Yonge Street, downtown. In 1964, Dennis, Tirn, and Jim
formed a new company called Tim Donut Ltd., licensing
Tim's name for use in what they planned to be a chain of
donut shops. The first Tim Horton Donuts was opened in
Hamilton on Ottawa Street. Dennis had acquired all the
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DECLARATION OF BUSINESS

COUNTY OF YORK

TO WIT

I. DENNIS GRIGGS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF NCARBOROUGH IN COUNTY OF 
YORK

HEREBY CERTIFY
That I have carried on and intend to carry1.

on trade and business as doughnut shops at 2016 lawrence avenue
East, in the Township of secrbourgh, in the county of york, under
the name of "Tim Horton Donuts"

That the business has subsisted since the 
Ist day of Gebruary,1964.

 That I am the sole proprietor of the said

business.
That I am of tht efull age of 21 Years.

WITNESS MY HAND AT TORONTO,
this 18th day of february,

1.

1964.

2.

3.

4.



A Tribute to Tim Horton

equipment for the store and had
also signed up the first franchisee —
a man named Spencer Brown. The
store did very well from the start; in
those days donuts went for 69 cents
a dozen, and a cup of coffee cost a
quarter.

But the drive-in restaurants, des-
pite doing what seemed like a lot
of business, were still losing money.
Tim and I came home from a South American trip one
day to discover the restaurants were completely out of
money and the chain close to bankruptcy. By this time a
second donut shop had been opened in Hamilton. Because
of the success of the Hamilton shops all three partners
knew the business had potential. But both Dennis and Jim
Charade ran into financial snarls: "It was just a matter of
not enough working capital," Dennis remembers, "getting
too big, too fast. My stores went down first, I signed them
over to Jim and Tim, and at the same time I signed over my
one-third share of the company. Then all three went down,
and Jimmy signed his shares over to Tim."

Ron Joyce, a former Hamilton police officer and Tim's
future partner in Tim Horton Donuts was not, as is com-
monly believed, one of the company's founders. Tim met
Joyce after Jim and Dennis had pulled out, when Ron
franchised the first and second donut shops, both in Ham-
ilton. The first had had two franchisees before Ron took

Tim's business card
for Tim Donut
Limited, which he
and Ron Joyce
operated out of an
office In Oakville.

The "Big Seven"
restaurant Tim
opened with his
brother up in
North Bay. Above
the doorway was
a drawing of Tim
playing hockey,
and his signature.
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In Loving Memory

The first box design
for Tim Morton
Donuts. The logo
is closer to Tim's
actual signature,
and featured four
donuts, one for each
of his daughters.

Tim driving his
favorite car, a

Sunbeam Tiger.
It was a little British
sports car with a big

engine, and a lot
of fun to drive.

over. In the meantime, Tim, Ken Gariepy, and myself were
the officers of the company and Tim ran the business from
an office at home. Ron bought my 50% of the shares in the
company in 1967, and they gradually built up the business
until there were more than 30 stores by 1972.

From the beginning the business plan was sound; the only
real obstacle the partners faced was gathering enough work-
ing capital to get each franchise up and running. The store
sign and trademark box featured Tim's signature (as it still
does) and an oval depicting a stack of four donuts (one for
each of his daughters).

ANY OF TIM'S TEAMMATES from the early 19605 were
gone before that last Leaf championship in 1967. Olm-

stead retired after the first Cup. Dick Duff and Bob Nevin
went to the Rangers in the Andy Bathgate/Don McKenney
trade, Billy Harris had gone to Detroit as part of the Marcel
Pronovost deal, and Carl Brewer retired in 1965 after a
blow-up with Punch Imlach. Over the next two years, the
dismantling of the team continued. Bobby Baun and Terry
Sawchuk were lost in the 1967 expansion draft, Frank
Mahovlich was traded (with Garry Unger and Pete
Stemkowski) to Detroit for Norm Ullman and Paul Hender-
son in March, 1968. In fact, by this time the players from
the Leafs' Stanley Cup teams were spread so widely around
the league, Billy Harris says the ex-teammates had a running
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joke going about it. Players would call up their ex-mates,
collect, from all parts of the continent, often in the middle
of the night. The goal, aside from waking each other up, was
to keep the other guy talking — on his dime of course — for
as long as possible.

After bowing out to the Bruins in four straight games in
the 1969 playoffs, Imlach himself was fired in April, despite
the fact he had just guided the Leafs to their nth straight
winning season. By that time, Tim and Ron Joyce had
reached 12 franchises in their increasingly successful donut
operation, and Tim found it harder and harder to meet the
demands of player and businessman. Tim would be 40 that
January, and with George Armstrong and Johnny Bower
both retiring at the end of 1969, he had all but decided to
join them.

Stafford Smythe and Harold Ballard were temporarily
removed from the daily operations of the hockey team
while they dealt with tax problems, and in the meantime
the team was run by a group of executives in their absence.
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In the early days of
the business, deals
were settled with a
handshake, and Tim
kept most of his
Information in this
little black pocket
daytimer. Note the
franchise fee ($5,000)
and start-up capita!
($2,000) estimates.



In Loving Memory

Tim started Tim Morton Donuts at that
desk, which is still in my daughter's house.

That's Traci being teased by her father.

With the Leafs primarily a team of youngsters — with
Pulford, Ellis, and Dave Keon the only key players left over
from the championship teams — the Toronto brass was
anxious to have Tim back to bring along some of the team's
young defensemen. As a joke as much as anything, Tim said
he'd return happily — at twice his current salary (which
was about $40,000 at the time). Tim was as surprised as

I don't know if Dini
Petty will ever speak to
me again for putting
this photo in. It's her
first wedding (she was
still in her teens), and
the marriage didn't
last very long. Kelly
was Dini's flower girl
and I sang at the
wedding. We met
through her mother,
who was an agent
for commercials.
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Horton continues to hold firm

Star photo of Tim
and Traci during his
first "holdout" in
the fall of 1969. The
Leafs had to double
Tim's salary (to
$80,000) to prevent
him from retiring.
Tim worked on
one-year contracts
for the remainder
of his career.
DOUG GRIFFIN,
TORONTO STAR

Tim met Tiny Tim
the night he went

down to sign his last
contract with the

leafs. Tiny Tim was a
big Maple Leafs fan.

They seem like an
odd couple, but
the two Tims got

along great.

Tim looks on as his mates cover up in front of
the Leafs' net in a game against the Rangers

from the late 1960s. The goalie is Bower
and Ron Ellis is in the crease with him.
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In Loving Memory

Picnic with Allan
Stanley at the Beehive,
a place Allan owned
at one time in
Bobcageon, in Ontario
cottage country.
To my eye, Allan has
barely changed since
those years.

Publicity photo from when Tim worked
promoting construction safety during
his years with the Leafs.
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A Tribute to Tim Horton

anyone when, about two weeks into training camp for the
1969-70 season, the Leaf management agreed.

This would be the first of five consecutive one-year con-
tracts for Tim, who contemplated retirement every spring
only to be lured back for one more year at the end of the
summer. But it would be his last campaign as a Maple Leaf.

Toward the end of the 1969-70 season it became clear
to the Leafs that they were not going to make the playoffs.
Tim was still playing near the top of his game, and at least
two teams approached Toronto about Tim's availability.
St. Louis was interested, as were the New York Rangers,
who were Cup contenders that year, but had lost star
defensemen Brad Park and Jim Neilson to injury.

The Leafs gave Tim a choice as to where he wanted to go.

Tim with trainer
Bobby Haggert.
Allan Stanley and I
were at the Half of
Fame recently
looking at a bench
he thinks is from the
Leafs' dressing room.
Tim hated sharp
skates, so he used to
rub them on the
bench after he'd had
them sharpened. The
bench at the Hall of
Fame has marks on it
fust like the ones Tim
made. But there's no
way to be sure it's
the same bench.
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